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The Difference Love Makes
1. The “expert in the law” or the lawyer (comes with an agenda)
2. The very religious were captured by the law. (See Matthew 22:36-38)
3. Jesus’ parable compares the responses of two people who worked in
the Temple to a despised Samaritan. The Levites were captured by the
law and the Samaritan in question was captured by love.
4. Three types of people
a.The Lawyer, focused primarily on the law, quick to notice who isn’t
obeying.
b.The Samaritan seemed to be looking for ways to show mercy & love
c. The bandits, people concerned only with themselves and did not
hesitate to beat up someone else.

5. Jesus knew about the tension between the Jews and Samaritans.
However, in verse 37 Jesus tells the lawyer, and each of us, to “go
and do the same” as the Samaritan did, even if you don’t agree with
them.
6. Key Point: Look for ways to prove you are right; or,
look for ways to show love and honor.
7. The CAUTION to the “experts in the law.”

Luke 11:46

Discussion Questions:
1) What did it cost the Samaritan to show a loving response to the victim?
2) It is very easy for many of us to not get involved, to rationalize away our
chance to show love to someone. Let’s be honest, what situations would you
tend to find it hard to get involved with and help someone?
3) Many everyday situations can be quite challenging for us to respond in love.
Oftentimes this is because we so strongly disagree with the other person's
thinking and choices. What will it take for us to respond in love to all
neighbors?
4) If someone who strongly opposed your thinking and choices came to your
rescue at a significant loss of time and money to themselves, how might that
impact you? What might it stir in you?
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