
Reading Schedule for April 22-28, 2019 
This might be the third year in a row that I have outlined the Book of Acts right after 

Easter. I can’t think of anything I would rather do than read the continuation of the early 
church after the resurrection of Jesus Christ. These words are sure to inspire us to live 

the Book of Acts, even today. 
April 22 – Acts 1:1-11: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” (v.8) This is a theme verse for us, as well as many 

other churches, because it gives us an outline. We begin in our own city; spread 
out around the surrounding area; we impact the country we live in; we extend 

our mission to the ends of the earth. We are on mission. Our church name is 
Harvest, and that represents the harvest field of souls who need Christ. But we 

can’t do it on our own. This is the beauty of the Book of Acts as the church 
begins. Everything happens because of the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit is at work in the lives of ordinary believers, making an incredible 
difference. I am praying now that we will be filled with the Holy Spirit, and that 

he will compel us to reach people with the love of Christ. How do these first 
eleven verses inspire you? 

April 23 – Acts 1:12-26: “Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was 

added to the eleven apostles.” (v.26) There is a subtle change in this last verse 
of chapter 1, and it is the word “apostles.” The disciples became apostles. You 

might not realize that the word “disciple” means learner, or follower, which I 
am sure you consider yourself – a disciple of Jesus Christ. That’s very good. But 

an apostle extends the meaning to messenger or missionary. These men are 
now on special assignment to spreading the good news of Jesus Christ. I think 

that change is profound and it applies to our lives. As we grow in Christ, we do 
not do it just to be smarter or stronger; we are being equipped by the Holy 

Spirit to be messengers. We are on mission, just like we talked about yesterday. 
I want you to think of yourself with a significant call on your life from Christ. 

April 24 – Acts 2:1-13: “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” (v.4) This is the fulfillment of 

what we read in chapter 1, with the words, “When the Holy Spirit comes on 
you, you will receive power.” This means that the Holy Spirit was coming to 

people in a new and more powerful way, signifying the beginning of the new 
covenant, and the launch of the church. Without the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we would be powerless to advance the kingdom of God and his church. To 

accompany the reality of the Lord pouring out his Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, the apostles and others were enabled to speak in other languages. 

Speaking in tongues is an interesting topic, and is listed as one of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. Because not everyone has all the gifts of the Holy Spirit, not 

everyone will be enabled to speak in tongues. But as God chooses, some are 
empowered to do so for their own spiritual wellbeing, and the evidence of a 

work of God through the church. What does Pentecost mean to you? 
April 25 – Acts 2:14-41: “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” (v.38) Peter gives an inspiring message that is used 

by God to stir hearts and draw people to Christ. He does not leave them 
hanging, but he tells them what they should do. They should turn from their 

sins and demonstrate their faith in Christ by being baptized. This would point to 
forgiveness, new life and indwelling of the Holy Spirit. These are important 

dynamics of the new covenant. The word “repentance” refers to a change of 
mind that leads to trusting in God through the work of Jesus Christ. We no 

longer go our own way, but we turn to Christ and receive his life. How do you 
respond to this inspiring message from Peter? 

April 26 – Acts 2:42-47: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” (v.42) This paragraph has 

always been important to me, as it outlines the heartbeat of the church. We 
have several principles that lead to spiritual growth clearly outlined in this first 

verse. We have the amazing generosity of those who formed the church. And 
you have the favor of God spilling out to people so that more and more want 

to have the blessing of knowing Christ and being saved. This paragraph 
expresses the possibilities of how God can use his church. I believe a healthy, 

loving community of believers will grow in numbers, because people will be 
attracted to what they see in the lives of those who represent Christ. What 
aspect of this paragraph gets your attention the most? Why? 

April 27 – Acts 3:1-10: “Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do 
have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’” (v.6) I 

appreciate Peter’s faith. He knows there is power in the name of Jesus, and he 
believes God can do anything. Peter’s faith matches the power of God and the 

need of this person as a miracle unfolds. The crippled man did not even realize 
that his greatest need was not money, but God working in a powerful way on 

his behalf. His life would be changed completely. This was a divine moment, and 
Peter was walking in faith, ready to respond. There are divine moments in your 

life as well. Do you have faith to respond to them? Do you walk in the power of 
the name of Jesus? How so? 

April 28 – Acts 3:11-26: “When Peter saw this, he said to them: ‘Fellow Israelites, 
why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or 

godliness we had made this man walk?’” (v.12) This carries on from yesterday’s 
reading. Peter is ready to respond to the opportunity. He points to Jesus and 

tells them what they can do to begin again. The Lord is always ready to offer 
grace and salvation to those who believe and receive Jesus as their Savior. Peter 
knew this and he was quick to utilize the opportunity and to speak up for 

Christ. I am reminded of one of Peter’s messages in his first letter, “Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope you have. But do this with gentleness and respect . . .” (1 Peter 3:15) 
We are not meant to be pushy or exhibit a sense of pride. But rather, in 

humility, be ready with confidence to share the message of Christ. I imagine 
there are many opportunities in any given day for you and me to share about 

the message of Jesus.  
PRAYER: Pray for the families who represent our After School Program, 

as some need Christ, and others need encouragement as well. 


